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IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of the claims in 
the application: 

V T (Currently Amended) A communication network, comprising: 

\ ^ at least one instance of a first object type associated with a first product of the 
communication network; 

>at least one instance of a second object type associated with a second product 
of the communication network; 

first local means for configuring each instance of the first object type; 
seconol local means for configuring each instance of the second object type; 
a network management server comprising a product specific coordinator 
including means for coordinating configuration activities among each instance of the 
first object type viaVie first local means and means for coordinating configuration 
activities among each instance of the second object type via the second local means 
and further comprising^ network coordinator adapted for configuring each instance of a 
network object comprising a first component associated with the first object type and a 
second component associated with the second object type, wherein at least one of said 
■first object type and sa iri aprinnri ohject type includes components residing in different 
nodes of an associated domain* and 

a network management client including a graphical user interface adapted for 



en 

WO! 



enabling a user to invoke the network management server; 

wh e r et n -sat d - netw or k manag e m e nt s e rv e r prov t c tes-a- s i ng le p o i nt of e ntry to 
con t ro l a p lu ra li ty of n e twork and loca l conf r gurat r on ^ Krti v Hi eg. 

2. The communication network of claim 1 , wherein the first object type 
comprises a phone mail object and the first local means comprises a phone mail server 
process. 
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3. The communication network of claim 1 , wherein the second object type 
comprises a PBX object and the second local means comprises a PBX server process. 

4. \ The communication network of claim 1 , further comprising a CORBA 
compliant interface between the product specific coordinator and the first local means. 

5. Theycommunication network of claim 1 , wherein the network coordinator 
includes means fonaccessing network object data from a directory server. 

6. The communication network of claim 5, wherein the directory server is 
LDAP compliant. 

7. The communicaitan network of claim 5, further comprising a first LDAP 
compliant bridge for uploading fflst object type data from each instance of the first 
object type to the directory serverand a second LDAP compliant bridge application for 
uploading second object type data t^om each instance of the second object type to the 
directory server. 



8. The communication network of claim 1 , wherein the network management 
client includes a CORBA compliant interface to the network management server. 

9. The communication network of claim 1 , wherein the network object is a 
person object comprising a phone mail object component and a PBX object component. 

10. The communication network of claim V wherein the network object 
comprises a resource object including a first end poinj address and a second end point 
address. 
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1 1 . The communication network of claim 1 0, wherein the first and second 
entNpoint addresses reside in different instances of the first object type. 

l\ The communication network of claim 1 0, wherein the first end point 
address re^des in an instance of the first object type and the second end point address 
resides in an Instance of the second object type. 

13. (Currently Amended) A communication network manager, comprising: 
a network management server including a product specific coordinator 
comprising means for coordinating configuration activities among each instance of a 
first object type via first local configuration means and means for coordinating 
configuration activities amo^g each instance of a second object type via second local 
means, and further comprising! a network coordinator adapted for configuring each 
instance of a network object comprising a first component associated with the first 
object type and a second component associated with the second object type wherein at 



least one of said first mmpnnent arid said second component includes components 
residing in a plurality of nodes of an associated domain: and 

a network management client suitable for enabling a user to invoke the network 
management server; \ 

where i n sai d n e twork m a n a g e m e nte ^ rv e r - pr o v i des a sing le pomt - ofr e nfty - to 
contro fa- p l u r a lit y of n e twork a nd toc ai- oonfigu r a t i o n activ i t ie s . 

14. The network manager of claim 13, wherein the first object type comprises 
a phone mail object and the first local means comprises a phone mail server process. 

1 5. The network manager of claim 13, whereirUhe second object type 
comprises a PBX object and the second local means comprises a PBX server process. 
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16. The network manager of claim 1 3, further comprising a CORBA compliant 
interface between the product specific coordinator and the first local means. 



cl 



17. The network manager of claim 13, wherein the network coordinator 
includes rneans for accessing network object data from a directory server. 



18. 

compliant. 



le network manager of claim 17, wherein the directory server is LDAP 



1 9. The network manager of claim 17, further comprising a first LDAP 
compliant bridge for uploading first object type data from each instance of the first 
object type to the directoryvserver and a second LDAP compliant bridge application for 
uploading second object typeydata from each instance of the second object type to the 
directory server. 

20. The network manager of claim 13, wherein the network object is a person 
object comprising a phone mail objeqtcomponent and a PBX object component. 

21 . The network manager of cl^im 13, wherein the network object comprises 
a resource object including a first end point address and a second end point address. 

22. The network manager of claim 21 , wherein the first and second end point 
addresses reside in different instances of the fii^t object type. 

23. The network manager of claim 21 , wnferein the first end point address 
resides in an instance of the first object type and the second end point address resides 
in an instance of the second object type. 
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24. (Currently Amended) A method of managing a communication network, 
composing. 

identifying the components of a network object in response to a network 
configuration request; 

invoking a first local configuration application to configure a first component of 
the network object; and 

invoking a second local configuration application to configure a second 
component of the network object; 

wherein said fireK^mp nngnt an^aid second component residrt in different 

nodes 

wherein sa id n e twork\ynf i g u ra ti on request issu e s from-a-source that pro v idco -a 
s i ng le point of e ntry to contro l4 si)lural i ty of n e twork a nd l ocal conf i g u ra t ion act i v i t ies. 



25. The method of claim 24, wherein the step of identifying the components 
comprises accessing object data from an LDAP compliant directory server. 

26. The method of claim 24, wWein the configuring of the first component 
comprises configuring a PBX object of theVommunication network. 

27. The method of claim 26, whereinsthe step of configuring the first 
component comprises taking an action selected \on\ the group comprising removing, 
adding, and changing the first component. 



28. The method of claim 24, wherein the configuring of the second 
component comprises configuring a phone mail object of the communication network. 
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29.\ The method of claim 28, wherein the step of configuring the second 
componentfcomprises taking an action selected from the group comprising removing, 
adding, and changing the second component 
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